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Thip onse reosival nation-wide publicity because the UFO wea observed 
over the soesalled "United States seorst testing grounds", and had been photo 
eraphed officially by high-speei cansras, specially designed to track airerars 
and missiles, by AF personnel. 
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the object being a b:lloon. TPurther investigations not only disclosed that a 
belloon was released in the vicinity, but precise theodolite measuremsnts colin- 
cidel with the observer's report as to times, elayations and bearings, 

This case .s considered us heaving bean improperly handled. It did not 
come to the attention of ATIC until well after the press had received it; the : 
Edwards AFB FIO officer mate atstements to the press thet it was "unknown", when 
{nvesticstbas disclose that hoe was informed it was a balloon; and the local 
ccunander could have solva.l the case by making local inquiries of }.is various 
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SUBJECT: Detailed Analysis of Edwards Air Force Base UFO Sighting - 2 May 57 


TO: Directorate of Intellience 
Headquarters, USA? 
ATIN: AFOIN-AL | 
(Mr. Sanderson) 


1. General: This analysis is based on a careful review and study of all 
facts and pertinent information submitted on this case. The analysis is in 
three basic parts: 


a. Study of the observer's UFO questionnaire, the official UFO report 
from Edwards AFB, airborne objects known to have been in the area at the 
time, geographical factors, and the elements of time, elevations, bearings 
and meteorological conditions pertinent to the sighting. 


b. Analysis of theodolite photographs submitted, with correlation to 
the known facts. 


ce. . Evaluation of the sources (observers). 
2. Analysis of UFO Report and Questionnaire Data: 


@. Ul0 report, photographs, and questionnaire as accomplished by the 
observers was not received by this Center until 23 May 1957, (see inclosure 
#1, #2, and #3) and considerably after the incident had reached both the 
press and the public. 


b. Reference page 3, item (11)(a) of UFO report. The attempted analysis 
of this sighting by the officer preparing the report to the effect the opdject 
could not have been a balloon is not valid. Im fact, the data supplied 
throughout the report (exact geographical locations of balloon site, ohservers' 
positions, metro data, precise computations as to angles or elevation, bear- 
ings and altitude, among others) indicate that it is highly improbable that 
the object cae eit nnaead other than a balloon. 


c. A comparative analysis of the data from the UFO questionnaire end 
the data derived from scientific instruments and ectyal official time-tracks 
of the balloon launched indicate the following: 


(1) Testimony given by both observers is that the time of their 
sighting was between 0755 and 0820 (see attached copy of UFO 
Questionnaire, Form 164). 


(2) A rawinsonde balloon was released by the Edward AFB weather 
station, west of the observers, at O74) hours and accurately 


tracked until OG20 hours (UFO Report, 14 Mey 1957). 


(3) Observers both estimate the bearing of the object to be 
715 degrees when it first appeared, presumably at 0755. 
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(4) Official time-tracking of the balloon (UFO Report, 15 May 57) 
was aS follows: 


(a) 0750: True Bearing - 70 degrees 
(>) O800: True Bearing - 80 degrees 
(c) 0810: True Bearing - 60 degreas 


(5) Therefore, interpolating for the first two time-tracks, tha 
bearing is exactly 75 degrees. Using an average of all three, 
the results are 0 degrees. 


(6) Observers’ state that when first observed, their estimated 
angle of elevation of the object was 45 degrees, and 15 degrees 
when it disappeared. 


(7) A trigonometrical treatment of the data in the official UFO 
Report (parayraph 1a(11)) indicates that the angle of eleva- 
tion during the periods given by the observers was approxi- 
mately 30 degrees and 23 degrees respectively. 


d. lt has been repeatedly proven that without accurate instruments and 
devices, a person seldom can estimate angles of elevation against the sky 
within 10 to 20 degrees of the actual elevations, particularly in areas 
other than directly overhead or on the horizon. 


e. Therefore, allowing for the known inabllity of the average person 
to correctly estimate angles and time, the officially computed times, bear- 
ings and elevations of the balloon released, almost perfectly coincide with 
the figures given by the observers. 


f. Further factual data to support hypothesis that object was balloon: 


(1) Reference balloon launching site end observers! location givan 
in UFO report. These two points are epvroximately 20,000 yards 
apart. iIt is significant to note that the observers were 
almost Que sast and sligntly south of the balloon launching 
site (see sketch, inclosure #4). 


Reference winds aloft in UFO report. The prevailing winds 
at that time were blowing due east. 


—* 
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(3) Reference paragraph le(2), azimuths of first sighting. I? a 
tine-track of the balloon released, due east, is plotted from 
the weather station to and east of observers’ location at the 
time given in the UFO report (which states the observers first 
saw the object at dua north) the object would have passed 
exactly due north of their location (see sketch, inclosure ry). 
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(i) Reference paragraph la(11)(d) of UFO Report. Object traveled 
in easterly direction at all times. I+% appeared to stand 
still, change shape and pulsate. These are the typical char- 
acteristics of balloons, and supported by hundreds of UFO 
reports found to be balloons. 


g» At 1030 hours, 24 May 1957, M/Sgt O. D. Hill, NCOIC, Aerial Phenomena 
group, contacted Detachment 721, 4th Weather Group, Edwards "AFB, regarding 
further details on the eadlicon aspects of the case. In conve reatione with 


Major Wininger, the following were disclosed: 


(1) ‘The balloon released at O740 on that date measures aporoximately 
6 to 7 feet at launching, and can expend to 70 to 90 feet at 
60, OCO feet. 


(2) Major Wininger stated that the alleyed UFO was obviously this 
balloon. 


(3) Further, Major Winlnger stated that this information was given 
to the Information Services Officer of Edwards AFB. (M/Set 
Hill's report is attached as inclosure 5.) 


3. Analysis of Theodolite .iotographs of UFO: Based on a study and analysis 
of the series of theodolite photographs submitted to this Center, the follow- 
ing are considered comments pertinent to the incident: 


a. in the UFO questionnaire, both observers report that the object was 
about 150 to 175 feet in diameter. Yet the object on the photographs, 
after being photographed and the photo enlarged 7 diameters, was scarcely 
lexger than the width of the cross hairs. 


be It is difficult to understand why It was decided to photograph 
an object that was in sight for almost 30 minutes, efter was a mere speck 
in the sky. 


Cc. Both observers state object 5,000 feet away when Pirst seen, and 
approximately 60 miles away when last seen. A photo analysis based on the 
image sizes on the photos, known magnifications, focal lengths of lenses, 
and other data, using standard optical formulas and equations for distances up 
to 60 miles show that an object must be a minimum of 92 feet in dlameter 
to be se#n even as a speck at a 60 mile distance, assiming ideal atmos- 
pherie conditions and the ability of the lens to resolve the image. 


ad. Using a more realistic distance, 9 to 12 miles, the object would 
need be a minimum of 5 to 7 feet in diameter. This correlates with the 
diameter of the balloon actually released. (Analysis of the theodolite 
photography is attached; see inclosure #6). 


e. it should be noted that practically half of the image sizes are 
2013 1 thelr longest dimension. Plotting a number of points along 
Peetr 
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the .013 line, from 60 down to 6 miles, indicates that the minimum object 
size discernible, ranges from approximately 80 feet to 6 feet. This cor- 
relates well with the data given this Center by the 5th Weather Group at 
Edwards AFB. See paragraph 2f(3) above. 


f. A study of 25 consecutive enlargements reveal that the tiny white 

object alternately changes from elliptical (described as a dise by observers) 

to round in shape. No clear features are discernible. The changing shapes 

ave generally similar to photographs taken of balloons over desert or bright 

. daylight areas. It should be noted that the sun was due east at this time and | 
not too far above the horizon. The effects of specular reflection of light | 
on rounded surfaces is well know. Weird and unusual appearances can be 
created, | 


Lh. Comments Regarding Sources: Consistant with the principles of comment~ 
ing on the source in any UFO analysis or conclusions, the following points 
are considered pertinent: 


a. Ineonsistencies 


(1) In their personal report as given in the UFO questionnaire, 
both observers stete the object was at a bearing (azimuth) 
of (5 degrees when first seen, and when it disappeared. 


(2) The UFO report from Edwards AFB quotes the cbhservers as 
saying that they first observed the object at due north, 
(O degrees azimuth) and that when it disappeared, it was 
also at due north. All points have been resolved satis- 
factorily, except the last, in which both observers state 
(in their questionnaire) that the object disappeared to the 
east. 


(3) In both the official UFO report and their questionnaire, 
they stated that the object was the size of a basketball 
held at arms length. A simple demonstration will quickly 
indicate that a basketball held in front of one's eyes at 
this distance will cover almost half of the visible sky, 
and would be an indication that the object would be tre- 
mendous in size, if as stated, observed at 5,000 feet 
distance. The object, in actuality, would te almost a 
1/2 mile wide. 


db. Belief in "Flying Saucers" 


(1) One chserver has given strong indications that he is a 
believer in the so-called "flying saucers.” 

(2) Stated that he observed a "disc"ghalf the size of a foot- 
ball field hanging over a house for twenty minutes. Time 


mo 


end place was Rosamond, California, 0930 P.M. in Januray 50. 
Files disclose no report within that general time and eres. 


(3) No comment is considered necessary regerding an object that 
size over a small town for almost one-half hour and not being 
seen by any other persons or aircraft, or by radar that scans 
that area 24 hours a day. 


(4) The observers were specialists in a field of photography. It 
should therefore be apparent to them that even a previously 
known object would be difficult to estimate as being 60 miles, 
much less it appearing as a readily identifiable object on the 
prints if it could be photographed at that distance with the 
equipment used. 


5. Conclusions: Therefore, on the basis of the above, and particularly in 
consideration of the factual data presented, singly or collectively, there 
is no compelling reason to conclude that the object was other than the bal- 
loon released nearly a few minutes prior to the sighting. 


6. This Center considers it unfortunate that its lnowledge of this incident 
was third-hand; it was brought to both the public and press's attention days 
before an unofficial UFO organization queried this Center on the sighting. 
Experience has proven that a denial or explanation is never eves the same 
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enver 3, Colorado | 
Dear ir. aR - 
The UFO photographed at Mdwards Air Force Base in May-was a | 
balloon which had been released at a nearby launching site. | 
The Air Force does not have sufficient personnel to furnish | 
detailed information from thousands of case files to the many per- 
sons who wish to write for profit on the subject of UFO's. Any 
attemot to furnish such details would seriously curtail the essential } 
9 i * - * ' 
operations of our intelligence units, and would require an unwarranted : 
expenditure of public funds. You may recall however, that some time | 
ago the Air Force, in the interest of public information, c soperated : 
with the national magazines, Life and Saturday Evening Post, in the : 
ie * | 
preparation of articles on the subject of UFO's, | 
Sincerely, | 
? | 
WALLACE WY. ELWOOD 


Captain, USAF 
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The UFO photographed at Edwards Air Force Hase in May-was a 
balloon which had been released at a nearby launching site, 
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5 The Air Force does not have sufficient personnel to furnisn 
Beebe detailed information from thousands of case files to the many per- 
sons who wish to write for profit on the subject of UFO's. Any 
attempt to furnish such details would seriously curtail the essential 
operations of our intelligence units, and would require an unwarranted 
expenditure of public funds. You may recall however, that some time 
AFOIN-4B ago the Air Force, in the interest of public information, c coperatec 

th the national magazines, Life and Saturday Evening Post, in the 
preparation of articles on the subject of UFO's. 
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AFOIN-X1, Maj Byrnes 
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DATE | 
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AFOIN-4EL/Capt G. ?, Gregory/69216 


1. Reference D/I-ATIC conference, 5 March 1957, on the UFO Program, regarding 
the recommendations made by your office that UFO correspondence of potentially 
dangerous or controversial nature, publicity wise, should be reviewed by the 
Directorate, and that it be released over the signature of Headquarters USAF, 
preferably the Office of Information Services. 


2. fecordingly, attached is a suggested reply to subject UFO organization's 
request for the film and information on the recent Edwards Ar3 incident. It is 
interesting to note that the Center did not receive the photos and UFO phi Baad 
until more than two weeks after the date of the request. 


3. A detailed analysis of this case was just completed, and forwarded to your 
office. The criginal film is in repository with the UFO files. Any decision to 
release the film and detailed data to this organization must come from higner levels. 
In our opinion, sny exception made in favor of one individual or organization will 
undoubtedly result in a flood of requests from the others. The suggested reply 
was dvefted with this in mind. 
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AFHQ 0-86, 4 Jun 57, Subj: Suggested Reply - Ltr fr "FlyingSaucers - International” | 
on Edwards AFB Incident 


4k. Please be informed that >, TE the director of this organization 
has just completed a book entitled "Flying Saucers," which is now on the market. 
It is particularly vitriolic, and contains a statement by a former UFO project 
officer, Capt Ruppelt repudiating the Air Force findings. A copy with appropriate 
comments and notations will be forwarded. 


1 inel 
Draft - Suggested Reply 


SAFIS-3/Maj Tacker/ja/73328 


L4 April 195d 


Dear |r, ae 


Caotain Marley haa requested that we answer your letter 
of 12 Mareh 195d, since some of the information you reaueat 
i3 in cur area of sesponsibility. 


Pirst, regarding your request Yor the procedure to pro- 
aunts stock tYootage from the military services for motion picture 
Tiins -~ footage nay be Durenased by representative of recog- 
nized motion picture and television agencies, on the basis of 
scripts sutmitted to the Deparment of Defense and approved in 
cdivance oP fila production, Approved scripts ar: forvarded ‘o 
the approvriate film depository wheres the vreducer may select 
for Durehase such footage as 1s commensurate witha the pro- 
duction of the svecific script. 

X should caution you asain, that good motion pictures 
footaze of UT) is not availaolse rrom any official sources. 
js waa pointed ont in earlier correspondence, exhaustive 
Yesearch was conducted by and Lor the producers of tne 
frometrong Circia Theatre with no success in finding even 2 
SMALL olece of film that vould register on @ television screen, 


72? you will re-read your correspondence, dated liJune 1957, 
from Major Robert #7, Soence, you will note that there is not any 
wantion of motion pictures footage of the Edwarda incident. I 
Should also add, since you cited Mr- Ruppelt's book, that it was 
Cleared only for security purposes and in fact a disclaimer for 


facthiml accuracy vas cade at that time by the Devartment of Defensa. 


GincereLy ? 


LAWRENCS Jj. CACIGER 

Major, USA? 

“secutive Orricer 

Public Invormation Division 


Offies of Trr’ormation Services 


EP, 
Director 
Slying Saucers International 
ngzies 19, California = 
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Los Angeles 19, Calif, 
March 11, 1958 


Captain Wallace C. Marley, USA 

Production Branch | 
Audio-Visual Division, OPI, OASD(PA) 

Offics of the Asaiatant Bbecretary of Lafense 
Washington 25, 0. C. 


Year Captain Marley s 


Thank you for your cordial and informative communication of 28 


Mebruary, Your continusd cooperation - and patience - 1s ap~ 
preciated, 


Maturally, I shall keep in touch with your office as the script 
to my projacted documentary progresses, Howaver, the narrative 


will gradually develope oa the waterial for the production 1s 
successively sorsened, odited and timed. Therafore, much of 


geript of thia postenarratad film will depand precisely on what 
flig is available, inoluding the stock footags to be made avail- 


able by the Departsent of Dafonse, 


So you can sve that I am in a rather nebulous position at the 
mowent, Eut I am certain that time will resolva sverything. 
weak wonder if you would be kind enough to tell me just what 
the purohase of stock footage entails? Thank you. 


There is another point that I wish you would clarify. With 
roferencse to ny prnquiry into tha availability of four motion 
pictures of UM's reportedl in the possession of tha Air 
Yorca, you respondedi tna apecific footags that you havs 
roqueated has been checked by the Department of the Air Force 


and there is no record of its exiatence," 


Fay, 
up i 4 


This reply has me a bit mystified, One of the Mims about which — 


I inquired was allegedly taken by & clna-theodolits craw at 
Rdwards AFS, Calif., on 3 May, 1957, and ft have a letter from 


Najor~Robert 7. Bpence, USAF, describtng the fila in som detail, 


“As to the gun-cawera shot near Wright-Patterson AS on 20 August, 


1952, lst ms here quote the caption to frames fro vols movie 
ag reproduced in frug Magazine for Dacenber 19522 Hovering 
objact that was scanned by radar and aeen by ground watohers 


wAS caugnt on film by a climbing Jet pilot. Theses unretouched 
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and there is no record of its exiatence,* 
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Los Angeles “19,” Calif. 


March 11, 1958 Vi 


Captain Wallace C. Marley, USA 

Production Branch 

Audio-Visual Division, OPI, OASD(PA) 

Offics of the Asalstant Secretary of Defense 
Washington 25, 2 OC. 


Dear Captain Marley s 


Thank you for your cordial and informative communication of 28 
February, Your continued cooperation - and patience ~- is ap~ 
preciated, 


Maturally, I shall keap in touch with your office as tha script 
to my projaoted documentary progresses, However, the marrative 
will gradually develope as the taterial for tha production is 
successively sorsened, edited and tined. Therafore, mich of 
script of thlia postenarrated film will depend precisely on what 
Tiim is available, including the stock footages to bea made avalil- 
able by the Department of Defense. 


Bo you can see that I am in « rather nebulous position at the 
mowent. Gut I am cartain that time will resolve everything. I 
wamurta wonder if you would be kind enough to tell me just what 
the yurohass of stock footages entails? Thank you. 


There is anothar point that I wish you would clarify. With 
roference to my »paquiry into the availability of four mution 
plotures of UM's reportedly in the possession of tha Air 
Fores, you responded: “..,The specific footages that you have 
roqueated has been checked by the Department of the Air Force 


this reply has me a bit mystified, One of ths fins about which 


I inquired was sllegedly taken by a cina-theodolits craw at Jo 


Kdwards AFS, Calif., on 3 May, 1957, and f hee & letter from 
Major~Robert Fy Bpence, USAF, describing the fila in som detail, 


~ As to the gun-cagera shot near Wright-Patterson AVS on 20 August, 


1952, lst me here quote the caption to frames from this movie 

as reproduced in Tryug@ Magasinea for Dacenber 1952: Hovering 
object that was scanned by radar and seen by ound tratohers 

wAs caugnt on fliin by a climbing jet pilot. These unretouched 

25 mm, cun-camera movie frames, relarased to TRUE by the Air Force, 
ware taken at 39, GOO fest, near Yright Plold, at ll a.m, on 
Jusust 20, 1952. from the appsarancs of she enlarged frames, 

I balieve the worie was shot on 16mm and not 352m film. 


And the White Sands cing-theodolite filma were referred to by 
Edvard J. Ruypelt, hag ta spate i433 chief Dib blgt Lape Blus 
Boo% in his book, Tha nm Unig , 


".,. Ve had or knew rit ate atrips ot movie film that fell inte 
the ‘Unknown’ category, Twehers the einethnscdollts moviea that 
had bean tak@jia at White Sands Proving Ground’ in April and May of 
1950.46 be CGavt., Ruppel t's book was suppesedly cleared by LOD 
Bacairity sad Review on  Nesember, 1355 
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Flying Objects (p. 279: 


We ara in seveipt of your letter cated 19 May i907 requesting 


photographs. jc Drints cond a cony of the photo-analysis cevory wede on 
a UFO recently recorted over Sdwasta Air foree Sase, Calirornia. 


Seal ¢ ermal that you will tuwierstand that it wuld te 
erorenely dirticult to make atcevilions for cne person by sranbiag 
hin access to official files. sipeorts and osotograchis material on 
this sup jlect. witacut maxing Shem availebie to all. 


iny attempt to meet the individual cemamis of the hundreds who. 
many 2 dasire soecivle reports and material would de an nimoet impossible 
wertaciiwe; She tian hws and cosy would be OKO. basa and, Tost 
inmoortané, tae constant interference with the Air Morce's sormal 
missions a.nd cverations woud de unjustified. 7 


Votwltnstamding this, realy to yor correspondence was vithheld 
poeta & complete study co the photographs Bnd sther data irom 
Westigations, in onler that ve may & sive you some General results 
OF ci Cimdings. Oriefliy, olease be informed the Zoliowirys: 


&. The alleged UFO was conclusively identified aa a balloon 
roelesnsed eso veather units a few miles vest of che coserver's 


beet 


Je IRis wis corroborated oy an cadesenient renort which dise 
cloged that this balloon was being tracked ab that time with en, 
recording devices. The date snow hat the Dallcon oaased the coserver'’ 
loeaticn a& aimost the precise time, bearings, clievetions and speed 
reported by them. 


te Jie radar unit Zor that area renorted that there was nothing 


i » — —_—— “4 | ' “ ro ae — F = — . z J ei 4 " “4 i LA 1.4 ‘ 
reciente 73° oe In the air over udvards Air Force Sase at the 


ihe (Ol@Cts in the phe icine even aiter mugnivication, vere 
Tou to be Small white cvecks, 3 ivi gid shanging from ellintical 


SAFIS=3¢/Maj Spence/ jjma/55809 


to round in shave. These are typical of a numoer of similar reports 
yoceived by the Air Force, which upon iavestigation were Youmi to be 
balloona, the cid covearancea being caused by Specular reilection of 
Sunlight and other stimospneric conditions peculiar to desert resions. 


t% is the coinion of the Alr Porce that any z2itenpt to 2tiribute 


anything umusual or cyStericus to the incident is unwarranted and not 
Gupvorved by the facts. 


Cincerely, 


MBSR PF. CrEks 

Major, USA? 

Deputy Chief, Orerations Branch 
Frolic Invormmtion Division 
Ortilee or isformation Cervices 


‘Les Angeles 35, California 
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FLYING SAUCERS INTERNATIONAL 
P. O. Box 35034 - Los ANGELES 35, CALIFORNIA 
TELEPHONE WEusrer G6-9990 


May 10, 1957 


Brigadier General Harold E, Watson 
Commander 

Air Technical Intelligencs Center 
Dayton, Ohlo 


Deer Ganeral Watson: 


On Thursday, May oy ‘1957, The Los Angeles Times reported 
the following: -.——— : 


"ATR SORCE STUDIES PHOTOS ---~ Cameras Track Flying Object 
Over Desert --- 


"Camera Studies of an unidentified flying object pnhoto- 
graphed at Edwards Air Force Base last Friday are being 
analyzed by the Air Technical Intelligence Center at Wright- ‘ 
Patterson Afb, Dayton, O., The Times learned yesterday. 


"Spokesmen at the secret desert test center north of 
Los Angeles would say only that the object was spotted by 
two civilian photo theodolite operators, 


"They tracked the object and took pictures with the 
specialized camera equipment. Films end informnetion were 
dispatched immediately to the intelligence center, 


"Unofficial reports said the object avpeared round, that 
1t caught the morning sun and that 1t moved but not at any 
great speed, There wax were no estimates as to its size or 
: altitude. 


Jeevan gs oar iaaees would not hazard a guess as to what 
the object wa although one sald it could “have been a weather 
balloon. 


"'This desert air does crazy thing,' he said." 


A request is hereby made for prints from the negative film 
shot of the UFO. If this is prohibited by costs, I will comvensaite 
the Air Force for the expense involved for such duplication, If 
the ATIC wishes to retein the film, I will be happy to observe it 
on a short-loan basis, or through the local USAF OPI. 


Also, the writer hereby requests a copy of the photo-analyeis 
made - or to be made - by ATIC of this film. I feel that SUCH  ovpalpeeien 
cooperation between the Air Force and a civilianmay in nitTate | 
better voublic relations and create or enhanes the public's under- 
wide Nias 3 USAF with reference to UFO research. 


"TE will shew wonders in the heavens... —Jorn 2:50 
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Thig ease receive nation-wide publicity because the UFO was observed 
over the so-culled "United States seoret testing grounds", and bad been photoe 
eraphed officially by high-apeei cameras, specially designed to track aircraft 
end missiles, by AF personnel. 

The object was observ:d by the camera crews, who, took a series of 


photographs after it had moved some distance away. They leter described it ar 


bts shaped te interrogators, after they brought the matter to the attention of 
: sp iashdl 4 ataay 92 photographs taken, and highly megnified discloned the object 


: bie the wies of a match head, but, ducnatic dice from round to elliptical, an the 


early sun's reys played upon ite surface. A wind pbt, correlate’ with the re- 
ported spee’ end movements of the object, practically cdhcided. This pointed to 
the object being a b:lloon. Further investigations not only disclosed that a 
belloon was released in the vicinity, but precise theodolite measurements coln- 
cidei with the observer's report as to times, elevations and bearings. 

This case .8 considered as having been improperly handlod. It did not 
come to the attention of ATIC until well after the press had received it; the 
Diwards AFB FIO officer mate statements to the ;ress thet it was "unknown", when 
investigations disclose that he was informed it was a balloon; and the local 


cammander could have solve the case by making local inquiries of his various 


 MDAbSe 


is ain. Gener Watson (ATIC)-~-2, 


Thank you for your cooperation in this matter, 


An early revly will be gratefully apvreciated. 


Sincerely, 


Director 
FLYING SAUCERS INTERNATIONAL 


EDWARDS AFB PROTOGRAPRS ufo ee [HOME 


lay 3, 1957: An wnidentified object was spotted by two civilian photo-theodolite 
operators at Edwards Air Force Base in California, They tracked the object and 
took pictures with the "specialized camera equipment;" results were dispatched 
immediately to Wright-Patterson AFB at Dayton, Ohio. Unofficial reports said 
the object appeared round, that it caught the morning sun, and that its speed 

ie was not great. There were no estimates as to its size of altitude. Udwards 


officers would not hazard a suess as to what the object was, although one Said 
44 could have been a weather balloon. “This desert air does crazy things," he 
added, —~ Le Ae Times, 5/9; N. Y. Journal~American, 5/10 (INS). (Credit: Urs. 
Idabel Epperson, of L.A., for California clipping.) 
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AFOIN-43 
| {| AP QIN-X1, Maj Byrnes 4 June 1957 
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Wo: | Seren aE 
|___AFOIN-4C 
bse Say 


ia cares * ference D/T-ATIC conrerence, > March 1957, on the UFO Program, regarding 
ie onendations made by your orfice that UFO correspondence of potentially 


i 


APOIN-4ES/Capt G.T. Gregory/69216 


| J3angerous|or controversial nature, publicity wise, should be reviewed by the 
pe, and that it be released over the signature of Headquarters USAF, “4 
| prererab y the Office of Information Services. 7 


ccordingly, attached isa suggested reply to subject UFO organization's 

: yw the film and information on the recent Edwards AFB incident. It is 
rere tis to note that the Center did not. receive the photog, and UFO reports, 

AS Nad Eco 3 Ondis two weeks after the date oF the request - 


Lae ea es ee detailed sepia dea or this case was just completed, and Siento’ to your 
office. The original film is in repository with the UFO files. Any decision to 
| ctelease the film and detailed data to this organization mist come from higher levels. 


AAS TS y result in a flood of requests from the others. ‘he suggested revly 
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a j-c6] + Jun 57, Subj: Suggested Reply - Ltr fr "PlyingSaucers - InternabiGnalt OR"? | 
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a Rea ca" SH" s be informed that Mr. YRS the director of this organization 
cee -—Jdompleted a book entitled “Flying Saucers,” which is now on the market. 
re ss h4Pticulariy vitriolic, and contains a statement by 4 former UFO project 

| officer, dant Ruppelt repudiating the Air Force findings. A copy with appropriate 
and notations will be forwarded. 


re 


a \ ALLACE W. ELWOOD 
Al TEP Isuccested Reply i plein, USAF 
AF OiNdk2a | 
“AFOIN-4A | 
Pe ie os, ae 
x BE |p rgeiaE 
- Bek See 
| wb 
 yL__AROIN-4B | 
| 
| N___AFOIN-4C | 
Wleoe ert ae 
Ce ere! at 
;___AFOIN-4D 


: AFOIN*4E ak. uh i 


i) = L. 
(1 - hw “ff fe 


i 
| | Kk 


AFOIN-4F_ : 


i acre perm: | | 
OTHERS % od 4 
ie 90 DAYS) ; | 


A" SORM 144 (REV 20 FZB 56) 4 ROUTING AND COORDINATION SHEST 


INITIAL] 


AF-WP-O-30 NOV 34 25M 


TWX 
Det 21, 4th Weather Group 
Hqs Air Force Ft Test Center 
Edwards A®‘B, California 

Request information concerning any balloon launchings between 
0700 to 0330 hours on 2 May 1957 involving large plastic balloons of 
4S to 75 foot size. Information available here indicates your unit 
may use, or have knowledge of tests involving such balloons. Also 
winds aloft, data from your records from 1500 to 5000 ft for this time 
period, to include knowledge of any other balloons released, or known 
to have been in your area. Weekly track charts from 1110 Sup Gp, 


Hedcom, USAF, show balloon S-321, from Vernallis, passed north your 


area, moving west to east on same date. Immediate reply desirable. 
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SUBJECT: Detailed Analysis of Edwards AF Basa UFO Sighting - 2 May 57 


length. <A simple demonstration will quickly indicats that a 
basketball held in front of one's eyes at this distance will 
cover almost half of the visible sky, and would bs an indica- 
tion that the object would be tremendous in sizs, if as stated, 
observed at 5,000 feet distance, The object, in actuality, 
would be almost 1/2 mile wide, 


= 


b. Belief in "Flying Saucers" 


(1) One observer has given strong indications that he is a believer 
in the soecalled "flying saucers." 


(2) Stated that he observed a "disc" almost half the size of a 
football field hanging over a house for twenty minutes, Tin 
and place was Rosamond, California, 0930 p.m. in January '50,. 
Files disclose no report within that general time and area, 


(3) No commeat is considered nscessary regarding an object that 
size over a cnall town for almost one-half hour and not being 
seen by any other persons or aircraft, or by radar that scans 
that area 2) hours a day, 


(4) Ths observers ware specialists in a field of photography. It 
should thersfore be apparent to them that even a previously 
known object would be difficult to estimate as being 60 miles, 
much less it appearing as a readily identifiable object on the 
prints if it could be photographad at that distance with the 
equipment used, 


5. Conclusions: Therefore, on'tne basis of the above, and particularly in 
considsration of the factual data presented, singly or collectively, there is no 
compelling reason to concludes that the object was other than the balloon released 
only a few minutes prior to the sighting. 


6. This Center considsars it unfortunate that its knowledgs of this incident 
was third-hand; it was brought to both the public and press's attention days before 
an unofficial UFO organization queried this Center on the sighting. =xperience has 
proven that a denial or explanation is never given the same publicity or attention 
as tne original story. 


6 Incls 
1, UFO Rpt, dtd 14 May 57 
2. UFO Questionnaire (dup) 
3. Photos, 25 p~ints 
4, Time-track plot 
5. Palloon Check, Edwards AXB 
6. Analysis of Photos 
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32, In the following sketch, imagine that you are of the point shown. Piace an “A” on the curved fine to show how 
high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you first saw it. Place a "DB" on the seme curved Une to 
*  « / Cae a > f Lee | on . 
show how high the objectwas above tile horizon (skyline) whan you last saw it. 
| 
a 
Sis ee 
nti 
A 
H iat hen 
} “*., 
™~ 
‘ 
| mS 
| ys 
' ‘ 
i 
i 
[ 
i ar 
| r i J 4 
ab ae Pot ae 
af a Me a fe at . 
, eet 4 ae? eae 
ah w4 — ; 
| ‘¢ = bat i = = AS " 
4 i” # * | soe 
be Fn eee iT f I Bote Se 
Jae eee” rh. ‘ 
| a orate MBEAN ght wit 
A . 7 “hU8 42 ie 2, tI 
/, | je area, Je EE bere OE! Se Ee BT 
' a 
rT | z dso «fe i * 2 : 1 eI ® wl ‘ j © 
33. In the following larger sketch place an “A” at the position the object was when you first saw it, anda "BB" at i 
* ' # ist | ' . ; ] j ' 4 
position when you Jost saw it. Refer to smaller sketch as an example of how to comp!ste the lorqer sketch. 
' 
| | 
| 
| sa cg a Seat 
| ae rn. 
a ae ; a > % 
knoe : 
< \ 
ri 
5 
a 4 \ 
i oad \ 
" 
| . : Fy 
| vA % a> px he. 
, me fs ieee et es es : 
| ace ee, f a | ~ sy 
| * #2 & ~\, } 
iy foe = . i he, 
i f aa ; : - ao [a ea a ee 
Bei SR te oR 
joa’ j J oe les - i‘ 
i a ‘ya rr, * : By i, = 
f ‘4% ~ me, fda 1 yd i * 
f +: rt Aa) . Se ny 
<a the dieeia * 4 ‘. 4 4, 
Ie SW Ina buatGue ar RMN og 
ai 4 oo gt FE ii * i iS vi = 
ead 
a, ye 
- 
o 
a 
} aot “ = 
ae 
| s* 
I —_— 
| 
! 
oe ; Be eee = — 
*, ” 
a 
Als en ee ce © 


= t= 


rrr i oe he ~ € ' a. ant = 


an ¥ 
Es Ss Nad EL eee eae eae Wee a prea oe pues aboot AR i 
| 34, What Ww Ore the weather condilions at the time YOu "Ww the object: 
34,1 CLOUDS (Circle One) 34,2? WIND (Circle One) 
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Detailed Analysis of Edwards Air Force Base UFO Sighting ~ 2 May 1957 
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1. General: This analysis is based on a careful review and study of all facta 
and pertinent information submitted on this case, Ths analysis is in three basic 
parts: 


a, Study of the observer's UFO questionnaire, the official UWOrstort from 
Zdwards AFB, airborne objects known to haves been in the arsa at the time, geographical 
factors, and tha elements of time, elevations, bearings and meteorological conditions 
pertinent to the sighting, 


b, Analysis of theodolite photographs submitted, with correlation to the 
known facts. 


©. Evaluation of the sources (observers). 
Ce 


Analysis of UTO Report and Suestionnairs Data: 


was not received by this Center until 23 May 1957, (see inclosure #1, #2, and #3) and 
gq considerable time after the incident had reached both the press and ths pndlic, 


b, Reference paga 3, item (11)(a) of UFO report. The attempted analysis of 
tuis sighting by the officer preparing the report to the effect that the object could 
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Tell ina few words the following things about the object. 
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17, Draw o picture that will show the shape of the object or objects. Labe! and include in your sketch any 
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an arrow beside the drawing to show the direction the obiect was moving. 
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20. Draw a picture thar will show the motion that the object or objects made, Ploce an ‘A®* ai the beqinnina 


of the path, a “B" at the end of the path, and show ony changes in direction during the course. 
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22. How farge did the object or objects appear as compared with one of the following objects held ia the hand 
and at about arm's length? 


(Circle One): a. Head of a pin a. Stiver dollar 
b, Pea h. Baseball 
Grapetruir 
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d. Nickel CH 
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(a, Certain) ec. Not very sure 
b, Fairly certain d. Uncertain 
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24. In order that you can give as cleor a picture as possible of what you saw, ws would like for you ta imagine that you could 
construct the object that you saw. Of what type matarial would you make it? How large would it be, and what shope 
would it have? Describe in your own words a Enmmon object or objacts which whsn placed upin tha sky would giva the 


som 9opearance as the object which you suw, : 


Aluninun color ; 
159-175 feet in diameter 
Disk shape 
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| c, Outdoors d, Flying near an airfield? 

| d. In an airplone : e. Flying over a city? 

e. At sea ! i. Flying over open country? 
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’. TF you were MOVING IN AN AUTCMOBILE or other vehicle at the time, then camplete the following guastions: 
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29, Whot direction were you looking when you first saw the object? (Circia One) 


a. North (., 
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31. If you ore familiar with bearing terms fangular direction), try to estimare the number of degrees the object was 


from true North and alse the number of degrees it was upwe car as tos horizon felevation), 
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34. What were the weather conditions at the time you sow the object 
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| P.O. Box. Rosemond,, California 


17. ‘Was this the first time that you had seen an object or objects Iike this? 


| (Circle One) (Ye; ) ‘Te 

* 4 ' - ‘ ~ i et, ; 

| 37.) | YOU answered NO, ther wnen, where, and under what circumstances did You $vea ofner ones 

t 

} == = = *- ‘ 

f 

, a 

. 

r : 

| “yes la i H ; t ' r | 7 i ! |- | a fa L mv ‘4 4 beat “mnt Le Li on | ve] 14? 

} Jo. Ih your opinion what do you think fhe object was ang wha mign’ maQve Caused i 

| 

| Do not have any idea 

| 

' 

| : 
. = — ee ; ee ead ee ee ee ee 3 wets =r SSS ee * = ——_ om fos so = >. =m ee == < = : — : i . c . : 


| ee i. ait oF a, ay ee « — vee | 


——— 

H 
| 
] 
| 
a 
i 

f 

4 

| 

i 

' 

i 


a i] : L, 4 ye 
JY. Vo you think you cane stirate ne speed af the o! c 
; 2 y i, | ‘ 
(Circle One) Yes (No ) 
r ‘ES : shi mata? ph. 
IF you answered YC9, then what speed would you estinate AAs 


4 i . I _ - 
fy F \ * ' i fm a. f i a id | sii rat i, a | fC} 
40, Do you think you can estimate how far away fram you Ine oo Y 


‘Cirele One) ( re) Me 


| ie = a | i f LS 4 i { weuU ee hh i? wot Z 5000 bays} G&G first 
: ‘E you answered YES, then how far away would you say : ; 56 ailea at last 


‘ ry | | { fi ae ee me - ‘voursell 
Aj Plesse give the following INFOrmation Gla pie ow" 


— ae | * Migdale Adie ot 
last finrna corst Harve ’ 

j 
i 
| - i iL * é et 14 a cel | 5 
4 ‘an 1 yf? ¢c<¢ : = 

ADDRESS , ie oes aie pr 
Stree! un ff j = ‘ie! ; 
' 
! " 
-_— . .. 

: 7 iC a eee “= Wyitena , 
' ik od me | 7 at * 

| rELEPHONE NUMBER Whitehall » 
i 


° =. * 


Instrument Mechanic ent Operetor 


ra 


What is your present job 


Ase 29 c,, Male 


| ’ 1 oS ry uy in 
Plegse indicate any special educational training Inal you have nad, 


w Ps = - ae | 
Grade school _ + e.e, technical school 


‘rT , 
dD, High school : : . (Type) pr eee 


f. Other special training 


! Cc. Colle 


ij? 


9 


d. Prost yraduate aM Se 


- 
. 
| - 
— - = == eae oe = -- = 
o 
i = 


| Re eee 24 ie pS 
| 4). Dore au completed this Que sTionnaire. Dov 7 Month oof 


aE SE SS 


a 
_=—_ —— eee a ——_ «- ee a an ———s = 


. Ss. AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION SHEET 
(SUMMARY DATA) 


In order that your inforination may be filed and coded as accurately as possible, please use 


tha following space to write outa short description of the event that you observed, ‘You imay re- 
| peat information that you have already given in the questionnaire, and odd any further comments, 
| statemants, or sketches that you believe are important. Try to present the details of the observa- 
tion in the order in which they occurred, Additional pages ¢f the some size paper may be attached 
| if they ore needed, 
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—— oh a | (Do Not Write in This Space} 
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ter station heading sovth for one mile then turned east for 
Askania station #7 4. After heading east for 100 yerds I ised ‘hn 1, the windshield 


and saw the object et ebout 1500 feet uo in the air, just hangings there. Tho driver 
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| and myself continued + 
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o the Askenia station enc vncovered end Loade 2d the canera. 
from the tine first seen till cemere was Loated 310 minutes had past. We started tax- 
ine pictures of the object with the camera manualiy. We took approximately 40 frames. 

: We say the object for approximately 25 to 39 minutes before it went out of sighte | 
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as ‘Eawards |AFB.B Case 2 ‘Mpy 1 195 th wee asta ynets | 
This case received satlonicwidl publicity because the UFO was — 
Lsemvec. over so-called "United States secret testing grounds”, and had been 
.otegraphed officially by high-speed cameras, especially designed to track, 
\.rorait and missiles by AF personnel, 7 
] 


Tae object was observed by the camera crews, wiles! took a series 
sf ohotographs after it had moved some distance away. The sighting was 
ipva iatakiy released to the presa, directly or otherwise, pier to ge ap AF 
vestigation. A study of 32 photographs taken and highly magnified, disclosed 
the object to be the size of a match head, but changing shape frormn Shs os . 
liptical, as the early sun's rayaplayed upon its surface. A wind plot, 
: orreiated with the reported speed and movernents of the object, practically 
coincided, This pointed to the object being a balloon. Further investigations. 
not only disclosed that a balloon was reieased in the vicinity, but precise 
neodolite measurements coins eeer with =e observer's eae as to times, 
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‘evatsons and bearings. ©. 8%) fy mat SP 
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‘This case is considered to have been improperly handled. It did 
not some to the attention of ATIC until well after the press had received it: the 
dwards AFSB offitial made statements té the press that it was "unknown" 
when investigations disclose that they had been informed that it was a balloon; 
ad the local commander ote have solved the : vase by raking } geal inquiries 


of hie various fgets A Rivas ear eae IM BUA Ona tas ah Besta ee ie Ke ‘f. ss 
' hy Te : a bre 


= wi 
i ‘ a 7 
wi a ek ee eo Lh a eee +h 
ey: ‘ +, y oe dy ere ee + AB ‘4 das r -* fs 


i Fin 
ate 1 * #y i - 
“ae ss, ‘i Ps oi ‘ 


eo cll ip Ea a Al Se wolhes casi © 


fr 


This case receivei vation-wide publicity because the Uso was ouserved 
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over the soecalled "United Stuses secret testing grounds", and had been protoe 
eraphed officially by highespded cameras, Specially designed to track oircram 
and missiles, by AY personie). 

The object waa obsevy<d by the camera crews, who, Jook a seriss of 


photoxrapha after it had moved some distance away. They later described it as 


dise saaped to interrogators, after they brought the matter to the attention of 
othere. <A study 32 photographs taken, ys highly magnified disclosed the object 
v ous | 
to the size of a match head, but changing shape from round to elliptical, as the 
early sun's rays played upon ita surface. A wind pbt, correlate’ with the ree 
rorted speed and movements of the object, practically ccmclded. This pointed to 
the object being a belloon. Further investigations not only disclosed that a 
balloon was released in the vicinity, but precise treodolite measurements coin- 
cidei with the obaerver's report as to times, elevations and bexrings. 
This case 1:8 considers as havinz been impronerly handled. 16 di 
come to the attention of APIO vatil weld after the cress had received it; the 
Edwards AFB FIO officer made saatementa to the press that it was "unknown", wren 
inveatigatons disclose that ha yaa informed it was a balloon; and the local 
commander coulda have solved théicase by making local inquiries of | is various 
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BALLOON CUSCK ON EDWARDS AS CASE 
As per telephone conversation with Major Wininger, Detasmaens 21, 
th Weather Group, Udwards AVS, California, 
Major Winiager is aware of the facts of this cause and he stated, 
(quote) “On the worning of 2 May 1957, 7240 PDP they veleased a 
Rawinsonde balloon whieh at release ueasures 300 summa or 5 to 6 feet, 
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in diameter, which reaghes as dianeter of 73 ta 90 Lt. “+ 60,000 2%, 
S&liicude.’ Major Wininger also stated that this sighting 1s quite 
Obviously the balloon they released. This information was civen to 


the information officer «+ Edwards AY3. 
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SUBJECT: Detailed Analysis of Edwards AF Pasa UFO Sighting - 2 May 57 


‘mot have been a balloon is not valid. 4In fact, the data supplied tnroughout the 


report (exact gssographical locations of balloon site, observers’ positions, metro 
data, precise computations as to angles or elevation, bearings and altitude, anong 
others) indicate that it is highly improbable that tha object was other than a balloon, 


c. A comparative analysis of the aata from the UFO questionnaire and the 
data darived from scientific instruments and actual official time-tracks of tha 
balloon lavnuchsd indicate the following: 


(1) Testimony given by both observers is that the time of their 
Sighting was between 0755 and C820 (see attached copy of UFO 
Questionnaire, Form 161), 


(2) A rawinsonde balloon was released by the Edwards AFB weather 
station, west of ths observers, at O740 hours and accurately 
tracked until 0820 hours (UFO Report, 1/4; May 1957). 


(3) Observers both estimate the bearing of the object to be 
75 deseresa when it first appeared, prestmably at 0755. 


(4) Official time-tracking of the balloon (UFO Report, 15 May 57) 
was as follows: 


(a) 0750: True Pearing ~- 70 degrees 
(bd) 0800: True Bearing - 80 degrees 
(c) 0810: Trus Bearing - 60 degrees 


(5) Therefcre, interpolating for the first two time-tracks, the 
bearing is exactly 75 degrees. Using an average of all thres, 
the results are 70 degrees, 


($6) Observers' state that when first observed, their estimated 
angle of elevation of the object was 45 degrees, and 15 degrees 
when it disappeared, 


(7) A trigonometrical treatment of the data in the official UFo 
Feport (paragraph la(1l1)) indicates that the angle of eleva- 
tion during the periods given by the observers was approxi- 
mately 30 degrees and 23 degrees respectively. 


ad. It hasheen repeatedly proven that without accurate instruments and 
devices, a person seldom can estimate angles of elevation against the sky within 
10 to 20 degress of the actual elevations, particularl,; in areas other than di- 
rectly overhead cr on the horizon, 


6. Therefore, allowing for the known inability of the average person to 
correctly estimate angles and time, the officially computed times, bearings and 
elevations of the balloon released, slmost perfectly colnucide with the figures 
siven by the observers, 
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Yes 4602a Ale Intelligence Service Squadron (ADC), Bz fir Force 
Base, Coloraco i 
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TO: Commander, Air Technical intelligence Center, SET: AYCIN 454, 
Urlghteracterson fir ’orme Base, Caio 


Porwaxded for your information and necessary action, ilOB 
Tredex Card (ATSOP Porm No. 5) will be forwarded when prepared, 


FOR THs COMMANDER: 


6 Inels 


n/c 


cE: 


HEADQUARTERS 
AIR FORCE FLIGHT TEST CENTER 


AIR HESEARCH and DEVELOPMENT COMMAND 
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 


| 
Edwards Alr Force Base Califomla 
| 3 Sy rear 
FTOOB 7 , 


SUBJECT: Unidentified Flying Object Report 
TO: Commander 
Air Defense Command 
Attn: 4602d AISS 
Ent Air Force Base 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 
1. In accordance with paragraph seven, Air Force Regulation | 
200—2, the following reported sighting of an Unicentified Flying 
Object is forwarded for necessary action. Report is being sub- 
mitted in letter form due to non-availability of Air Force Form 
L123: 
a. Report follows prescribed format (par 7d, AFR 200-2). 
(1) Description: 
(a) Disk shape. 
(b) Sige compared to basketball. 
(c) Aluminum or metalic in color, 
(ad) One. 
(e) N/A, 


(f) Object was estimated to be 150-175 feet in 
diemeter, It was sharply outlined and was shaped like a saucer, 


(2) None. 

(h) No sound, 

(i) Had translucent glow. 
(2) Deseription of course: 


(2) Observers first sighted object at a very low | 
altitude while traveling to the Photo Theodolite Station in a truck, 


| 
(b) Elevation: 45° Azgimth: 0° : 


(c) Elevation: §5° Azimuth: 0° | | 


ih es oe tle gr, ee te od 


FICOB, Hq AFFTC, » oubj: Unidentified Flying Object Report 

(4) Object traveled in an easterly direction at 
all times, At times object appeared to stand still and change shape 
or pulsate, Object was at an estimated altitude of 1500 fest, 
Velocity of object was unimown, 


(2) Object disappeared from sight due to extreme 
distance, 


(f) Length of time in sight was approximately 
25 minutes, 


(3) Observation: 
(2) Ground visual. 


(b) Object was tracked by a 15 power scope woich 
a portion of the Photo Theodolite equirment. 


(c) N/A, 


Fe 
W) 


(4) Time and date: 
(2) 1455% to 15202, 2 May 1957. 
(b ) Day. 


(5) Location: Approximately 34° 53! 30" N —~ 117° 40! 
30” 


(6) Observars: 


(2) secure. Civilian 


32 Years 


® Rosamond, California 
seurument Mechanic and Opsrator 


(b 


29 Years 
Mijest Avenue (i Lancaster, California 
Instrument Mechanic and Operator 


(7) Weather and Winds: 


(a) Scattered clouds estimated to be at 6000 
fect, The sky condition was dull daylight. Surface winds were 
light. 


(b) Winds: Surface -— 360/09 
6, O60 - 270/17 

10,000 = 260/29 

16,000 -— 260/37 

29,000 ~ 270/33 


2 
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PTOOB, Hq APFTC, , Subj: Unidentified Flying Object Report 


39,000 =~ 280/53 
50,000 260/29 
89,990 = 290/07 


(c) Ceiling = None, 

(ad) Visibility - 30 miles, 

(e) 2/10 total cloud coverag 
1/1C cumulus at 4500 Post 


1/10 cirrus at unknown altituds 


(f) No thunderstorms. 


— Se 


(8) Sharp tropopause inversion at 42,500 feet MSL. 
(9 ) N/A, 
(10) Negative, 
(11) Preparing Officer and comments: 
(a) Deputy Chief of Staff, Onerations. 


(b) Weather stations at Palmdale Airport, George 
Alr lorece Basa, Mojave MCAAS, and China Lake Naval ‘ir Station were 
queried as to whether any weather balloons had been released at or 
about the time of sighting, Reply in each case was negative, A 
rawinsonde balloon was released by the weather station at Edwards nk 
Air Yorce Base at approximately 0740 hours Pacific Daylight Tine, 
2 May 1957, Tre following information on the releases of subject 
balloon: 


O749 hours, . . Balloon released at Rdwerds (34? But 
39" N -— 117° 52! OO" BE). 


0750 hours. . . 13,287! elevation, 8038 yards from Re + 
station on a true bearing of 70°. pee 


0600 hours, . . 22,802! elevation, 16,295 yards from 
station on a true bearing of 80°, : | 
O810 hours... peel elevation, 27,658 yards fron , a 
station on a true bearing of 60°, 
0320 hours. . . bd, 2 911 elevation, 38,603 yards from 
station on a true bearing of 409, f\ yw 


Based on the above track made and the location of the observers at 
the time of sighting, the weather balloon released at Edwards could 
not haves been the unidentified object reported, 


(c) Probable cause of sighting ie unknow, 


FTOOB, Hq AFFTC, » Subj: Unidentified Flying Object Report 


(12) Attention is invited to the attached photographs 
of the reported sighting. Photo enlargements represent every other 
frame of the attached negatives (inclosures five and six). Reference 
photo enlargements in inclosure three, Subject photopraphs were 
taken beginning at approximately 0507 Pacific Daylight Time at ths 
rate of two frames per second, Photo enlargements on inclosure four 
wera taken beginning at approximately 03615 Pacific Daylight Time at 
the rate of four frames per second, Fhotographs were taken with a 
single photo theodolite camera which consisted of $4 inch lense and 
a15 powar scope for tracking purposes, 


FOR THE COMMANDER s 
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6 Incls, \ RAYMOND P. KLEIN 
2~-ATIC Form 164- 


ee 


4b 
AO) 


J 
a = ‘ 
| tm 
dt ia iF 

‘7 fo 4 


\ ts Lt Colonel, USAF 
“Acting Deputy Chief of Staff, Operations 


2-ATIC Form 164- 


3-Photo enlargements 
from negative 1 (2 cys) 
4-Yaoto enlargements 
from negative 2 (2 cys) 
5-Nezgative 1 leavuerdes under 
separate cover) 
6é-Negative 2 (forwarded under 
separate cover) 
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Has 4602d Air Intelligence Service Squadron (ADC), Ent Air ¥orce 


lige tars 16 MAY 1957 


YO; Commander, Air Technical Intelligence Center, ATTN: AFOIN 434, 
Wright-Patterson Air lorce Base, Ohio 


»Orwarded for your information and necessary action. UlOB 
' i. = a 7 4 ® — /'"F me 4, : . : = fa | = 
Index Card (ALSOP Porm No. 5) will be forwarded when prepared, 


BOR: f Nf Git) i COl Shek ted WIDER: 
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6 Incls / JOHN D TAYLOR, TR 
a/c Y Mejor, USAF 
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TO: TyFORMATTON SERVICES OFFICE 3 
AIR FORCE FLIGHT TEST CENTER 
as 1. 
Vy 4f /) hy Zu 


EDWARDS AFB, CALIFORNIA 
5 ae 
FROM: AFOQEN- “keh, ~~ | FOR: MAJ McINTOSH_, 
ny ACE » HCI OLA ripe AtLoctn (AAAI LC CALA Latte 


PEQUSST Ate¥v INFORMATION REGARDING UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT OVER 
Td HAL CALA Pi Teh 


YOUR BASE REPORTED BY INS WIRE SERVICE, 9 MAY, QUOTE: OFFICERS 


AT EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE TODAY WERE STUDYING FILMS MALE OF A 
PURPORTED UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT SEEN OVER THE BASE. THE 
OBJECT WAS PHOTOGRAPHED BY TWO CIMILLAN TECHNICIANS WHO USED 
SPECIAL EQUIPMENT TO TRACK AND RECORD IT, UNOFFICIAL SOURCES SAID 
THE OBJECT APPEARED CIRCULAN AND GLOVTED BRIGHTLY IN THE MORNING 


SUN WHEN OBSERVED LAST FRIDAY. HOWEVER, INTELLIGENCE OFFICZRS AT 
NOTHING OF THS INCIDENT. AN AIR FORCE SPOKESMAN CONFIRMED THAT 


{O THE CONTIIENTAL AIR DEFENSE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS AT COLORADO 


SFSANGS, COLORADO, ees etic cone CHECKING. UNQUOTE, 


ON tales My % = i) Ty La; 
= ae Koh tb 
AS@UG) in H2ee.10 / i 
ees METRO sae NATURE 
AFOIN-bis’ gay 
pee. ye he Ae 


Way | TYPED NAME AND TITLE (Sigmate TYPED (: 
' ae Capt Ge 7. croaaen Jey, IN pe 


69216 ae | ae cme E4 as /*] ROBERT &. O'CONNOR 
en ee b apie USAF 


leecuRity CLASSIFIC AT} 


a sistant Adjutant 
i &, 
| . 744 
a : : ere ne 2s hey ee ee ey ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee ee 
so FORM «4 ~hMS 1 bd isp Teste; 1. 1 OCT ay. v H WILL BE USD UNTIL ExNMAY 
ee eee Av i e# — 


ti YUMA DOH | 


Has 
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| SECURITY CLASSIFICATION = > 


NLA 
Wie 


COMDR ATIC 
STATES "PHOTOS WERE 


ALSO, EXCERPT FROM L.A. TIMES, SAME DATS, 
DISPATCHED IMMEDIATELY" TO TRIS CENTER, 

{RIS CENTER HAS NO KNOWLEDGE OR RECRIPT OF REPORT OR PHOTOGRAPHS, 
HOWEVER, MATTSR NOW OF SOME CONCERN IN VIEW OF QUERIES REGARDING 
INCIDENT, PARPICULARLY FROM AN UNOKFICIAL "UPO RESEARCH ORGANIZATION" 
DEMANDING ANSWERS, FACTS AND PHOTOS FROM AIR FORCE. nee i 


DSSIRASLE THAT ACTION BS INITIATED TO DETERMINE THE FOLLOWING 


SPECIFICALLY: 
WEXS BALLOONS RELEASED DURING THE PERIOD OF SIGHTING? IP 


Le 
YOUR SPECIALISTS, WHAT WERE YOUR FINDINGS, 


AS ALLEGED, PHOTOS STUDIED BY 
OPINIONS, OR CONCLUSIONS? : 
2, WERE CIVILIANS TAKING THE PHOTOS INSIDE OR OUTSIDE BASE f 
AREA, AF EMPLOYEES WORKING ON PROJECT INVOLVING TRACKING AIRCRAFT, OR =| =: 
PRIVATE CITIZENS NOT CONNECTED WITH YOUR BASE? - 
3. WERE AIRCRAFT IN THE AREAJ me 
kh, ANY OTHER DATA THAT MAY PROVIDE FIRM CONCLUSIONS. :, : 
If INFORMATION AND PHOTOS HAVE BEEN SUBMITTED, STILL REQUEST é 4 
JMMARY OF PERTINENT INFORMATION REGARDING THIS INCIDENT, PENDING B38 
RECEIPT? OF FULL DETAILS, " g 
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(CITE FIN-S-i-Ee REF 10493565 AFOIN-4h4. 
COMPLETE REPORT AS REQUIRED BY AFR 228-2 FORWARDED BY LETTERURS MAY. : 


1957 TO ENT AFB, OFFICE OF ORIGINITOOB. BRIEF SUMMARY AS FOr, 130" IEF Je wet he 
py ean 
CIVILIAN WORKERS ENROUT® TO THE ASKANIA CAMERA STATION AT T [APPROX 


tw 


- ECS 
IMATELY 9722 PDT SAW UFO AND TCOK PICTURE OF SAME WITH 35 MM ASKANR ITA 2 
CAMERA. INFORMATION IN PRESS RELEASE MADE TO LCS ANGELES TIMES .UPON 


Lod aoe to: 
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ASECIiAL INSTRUCTIONS 


COMMANDER, 750TH AC&W SQUADRONYy 
BORON AIR FORCE STATION, ADB Yo I7 492 Riw 2) B 
BORON, CALIFORNIA 


: 5 ¢ A ig? LY AS 
(UNCLASSIFIED) FROM: AFOIN-4E4 OU ~ / / j ye \ 


REQUEST CHECK OF RECORDS TO DETERMINE IF ANY UNKNOWN OBJECTS 


SHOWN ON YOUR RADAR BETWEEN 0700 TO 0830 HOURS, 2 MAY 1957 AND 
TRAVELLING WEST TO EAST IN DIRECTION, OR OVER EDWARDS AFB. ALSO, 
If AIRCRAFT OR OTHER KNOWN RETURNS IN AIR AT THAT TIME, AND GENERAL | 


DIRECTION AND SPEED. IMME DIATS ANSWER DESIRABLE, 
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SUBJECT: Detailed Analysis of Edwards AF Base UFO Sighting - 2 May 57 


ff. Further factual data to support hypothesia that object was balloon: 


(1) References balloon launching sits and observers’ location givea 
im UFO report, These two points are approximately 20,000 yards 
apart. It ia significant to note that the observers were 
almost dus east and slightly south of the balloon launching 
Bits (see sketch, inclosure #4). 


(2) Reference winds aloft in UrO report, The prevailing winds at 
that time were blowing due east. 


(3) Peference paragraph la(2), azimutha of first sightins, If a 
time-track of the balloon released, due east, is plotted from 
the weather station to and east of observers’ location at the : 
time given in the UrO report (which states the observers first | 
paw the object at due north) the object would have passed 
exactly due north of their location (see sketch, inclosure #l). 


ee ee — om = a ——_——— re 


(!,) Reference paragraph la(11)(d) of UFO report. Object traveled 
in easterly direction at all times, It appeared to stand still, 
changes shaps and pulsate, Thess are the typical characteristics 
of balloons, and supported by huncreds of UFO reports found to 
be balloons, 


Z At 1030 hours, 24 May 1957, M/Set O. D. Hill, NCOIC, Aerial Phenomena 
Group, contacted Detachment #21, 4th Weuther Group, Edwards AFB, regarding further 
Cotails on the balloon aspects of the case. In conversations with Major Wininger, 

' the following were disclosed: 


(1) The balloon released at 0740 on that date measures approximately 
6 to 7 feet at launching, and can expand to 70 to 90 feet at 
60,000 feet, 


(2) Major Wininger stated that the alleged UFO was obviously this 
balloon, 


(3) Wrrther, Major Wininger stated that this information was given 
to the Information Services Officer of Edwards AFB, (M/Set 
Hill's report is attached as inclosure #5), 


h, Of significance is the fact that the radar unit for that locality re- 
ported that there was no unidentified object in the air at that tims, 


3. Analysis of Theodolits Photozraohs of UFO: Based on a study and analysis 
of tha series of theodolits photographs submitted to this Center, the following 
ares considered ccmments pertinent to the incident: 


& In the UFO questionnaire, both observers report that the object was 
about 150 to 175 feet in diameter, Yet the object on the photographs, after being 
photographed and the photo enlarged 7 diameters, was scarcely larger than the 
width of the cross hairs, 
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Heb Ql, 4+ba Weather Group 
Hys Air Foree Ft Zest Cen 
Edwards ATB, Calizornia 

Reques% Luformmation concerning any balloon launchings between | 
O70 to 0330 hours on 2 Iiay 1957 involving Large plaatie balloons o/ 
4S to 75 foot size, Tnformation ovallable here indicates your unis 
way we, Or have knowledge of tests Involving such balloons. Also 
Winds aloft, data from your reeords from 1500 to 5900 7+ for this tine 
period, to include ‘mowledgs of any other balleons released, or mown 
tO have been in your area, Weekly track charts ?rom 1119 Sup Gp P 


uedcom, USA", show balloon S-321, from Yernallis, passed north your 


areca, moving west to east on saaa date. Inmedlate reply desirable, 


BALLOON CiISCK ON EDWARDS AFB CASE 

AS per telephone conversation with Major Wininger, Detachment 21, 
hth Weather Group, Edwards APB, California. 

Major Wininger is aware of the facts of this case and he stated, 
(quote) "On the morning of 2 May 1957, 7:40 PDT they released a 
Rawinsonde balloon which at release measuré& SCOQcecams or 5 to 6 feet, 
in diameter, which reaches at diameter of 75 to 90 ft. at 60,000 Ft. 
altitude’ Major Wininger also stated that this sighting is quite 
obviously the balloon they released. This information was given to 


the information officer at Edwards AFB, 
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OLIVER D. HILL 
M/Sgt, USAF 
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SUBJZCT: Detailed Analysis of Edwards AF Base UFO Sighting - 2 May 57 


| 
be It is difficult to understand why it was decided to photograph an : 
objscsu that was in sight for almost 30 minutes, after it was a mere speck in the | 


i" 


SKY. : 


c. Both observers state object 5,000 feet away when first ssen, and | 
apsroximately 60 miles away when last seen, A photo analysis based on the image 
gizeS on tae paotos, known magnifications, focal lengths of lenses, and other 

Cata, using standard optical formulas and equations for distances up to 60 miles 
be show that an object must be a minimum of 92 fest in diameter to be seen even as 
a speck at a 60 mile distance, assuming idsal atmospheric conditions and the 
ability of the lens to resolve the image, 


ad. Using a mors realistic distance, 9 to 12 miles, the object would need | 
be a minimua of 5 to 7 feet in dismeter, This correlates with the diameter of ths | 
balloon actually released, (Analysis of the theodolite photography is attached; 
ses inclosure #6). 


St 


e. It should be noted that practically half of the image sizes are .013 

| of a foot at their longest dimension, Plotting a number of points along the .C13 
line, from 60 down to 6 miles, indicates that the minimum object size discernible, 
ranzges from approximately 80 feet to 6 feat, This correlates well with the data 
given this Center by the lth Weather Group at Edwards AFB, See paragraph 2f(3) 
above » 


f, <A study of 25 consecutive enlargsments reveal that the tiny white 
object alternately changes from elliptical (described as a dise by observers) to 
round in shave. No clear features are discernible. Ths changing shaves are fen- 
erally similar to photographs taken of balloons over desert or bright daylight 
areas. It should be noted that the sun was due east at this time and not too far 
above the horizon. The effects of specular reflection of light on roundad surfaces 
is well known, Weird and unusual appearances can be created, 


i. Comnents Regarding Sources: Consistent with the principles of camrenting 
on the source in any UFO analysis or conclusions, tha following points are considsared 
pertinent: | 


a, sznconsistencies 


(1) In their personal report as given in the UFO questionnaire, both 
obsarvers state the object was at a bearing (azimuth) of 75 
degrees when first seen, and when it disappeared, 


(2) The UFO report from Edwards AFB quotes the observers ag saying 
that they first observed the object at due north, (0 degrees 
azimuth) and that when it disappeared, it was also at dus north. 
All points have been resolved satisfactorily, except the last, 
in which both observers state (in their questionnaire) that ths 
object disappeared to the east, 


(3) In both the official UFO report and their questionnaire, thay 
stated that the object was the size of a basketball held at aims 
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